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ANNOUNCING:  
OUR 2019 ANNUAL AUTUMN LEAVES GALA
James Lenox House Association’s annual Autumn Leaves Gala will be held on October 15, 2019 at New York’s 
grand Ziegfield Ballroom in the former home of the historic Ziegfield Theatre. We hope you will join us in hon-
oring Joseph Brancato, Gregory Burke and Erna Given, welcoming MC Sandy Kenyon, and in supporting our 
mission of providing safe, affordable, independent and enriched living for older adults in NYC since 1866. 

Join us at the

MARY LENOX SHEAFE AWARD MARY LENOX SHEAFE AWARD

LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD

ERNA A. GIVEN
James Lenox House 
Association Board Member

A Board Member of 
JLHA for over a decade, 
her Board Committee 
responsibilities range 
from ensuring steward-

ship rent support for residents in need to the 
creation of resident holiday parties and resident- 
benefitting fund-raising auctions. She also is active 
at the nearby Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church,  
currently chairing the Hood Library Fellowship.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

SANDY A KENYON
ABC Eyewitness News

The reviews and feature reports 
of this popular Entertainment 
Reporter and Movie Critic 
have appeared on Channel 7 
Eyewitness News since 2005 

and now also are seen each week in more than 6,000 
NYC taxicabs as part of WABC-TV’s Taxi TV. 

. 

We are proud to honor Joe and Greg with the award named for our visionary founder.

GREGORY F. BURKE
Owner and CEO,  
Lane Office

President and principal 
owner of Lane Office since 
1995, his devotion to client 
satisfaction has grown the 
company’s annual sales from 

$5 million to $100 million. Additionally, he has earned 
a reputation in the real estate and construction indus-
try for generous philanthropy, including the Coalition 
for the Homeless’ Grand Central Food Program, Mercy 
Hospital, Winthrop University Hospital and Fordham 
University, among many other charitable organizations.
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UPDATE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENTS 
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The cascading influence of James Lenox 
House history is fascinating.

One example is our approach, strongly sup-
ported by many recent studies, to fending 
off the perils of loneliness for older adults. 
Dating back over 150 years to our begin-
nings as a communal NYC sanctuary for 
Civil War widows, JLHA has created cultural 
and social opportunities for our residents to 
interact with each other and with the city 
around us. 

Another example is cited in this issue’s 
“Health and Wellness” article. Around the 
turn of the last century, the donation of the 
personal library of our own James Lenox, 
along with that of another wealthy biblio-
phile, John Jacob Astor, literally established 
The New York Public Library. Just as NYC’s 
Public Library is still thriving so too are our 
own private libraries, still centers of literary 
life at James Lenox House and Carnegie 
East House.

This issue also introduces two fascinating 
residents. Laura Lehrmann, now in her 80s, 
is on her self-described fourth career, this 
time as an artist after decades as a success-
ful development director. Recently, she was 
elected co-President of our active Tenants 
Assn. Ruth Haft, a long-time very accom-
plished artist, shows absolutely no sign of 
slowing down at age 99. A former teacher 
of art, she is again a student taking group 
classes three days a week at the 92nd Street 
Y. The sheer energy and confidence of her 
recent work is on display throughout this 
newsletter.

Another extraordinary woman is JLHA’s 
own Audrey Da Silva. Her kindness and 
professionalism are legendary. Quietly, she 
manages to be everywhere needed, antici-

pate issues, listen, really listen to residents, 
resolve problems and at the same time, run 
the place.

Also in this issue is just a partial list of our 
partners in the community who bring their 
talents to us and do so much for our resi-
dents, from the musicians of the Pops on 
the Patio series to caring individuals, includ-
ing this year’s Gala MC, Sandy Kenyon. 

We are grateful to all of them, all of you who 
have supported our annual Theatre event, 
as well as to our 5 Boro Bike Tour partici-
pants who on our behalf this year pedaled 
dauntlessly through a driving rain storm! 

We hope you will join us in October at our 
annual Autumn Leaves Gala, our principal 
fundraising event, honoring three individu-
als who have done a great deal for our city 
and for JLHA itself, Joe Brancato, Greg 
Burke, and Erna Given.

Truly it takes a village to support older 
adults. You are incredibly important to 
our ability to create opportunities for our 
residents to thrive and ensure the ongoing 
vitality of our Houses. Thank you. 

Andrew Bonzani  
President, James Lenox House Association

 
Calvin Mew 
President, Carnegie East House

 
 
Joseph H. Girven 
Executive Director
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Calvin Marshall Mew, President

Fran Condon, Vice President

Christopher M. Trinka, Assistant 
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Jay Sherwood, Secretary

Andrew Bonzani
Beatrice Broadwater
AJ Camhi 
Patricia Kolb, PhD
Walter L. Larkin III 
Steve P. Morrows
Christopher Savoglou
William T. Sullivan
Thomas A. Teeple
_______________________________
 
Joseph H. Girven, LMSW,  
Executive Director, James Lenox House 
Association and Carnegie East House

Lane Richards Peace,  
Director of Development
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5 BORO BIKE TOUR FUNDRAISER
Tens of thousands of cyclists streamed through 40 
miles of NYC streets on Sunday, May 5, as part of 
the 42nd Annual TD Five Boro Bike Tour, including 
an intrepid group representing James Lenox House 
and Carnegie East House. 

Actually “streamed though” was pretty literal. It 
was a dreadful, cold, rain-soaked day. So especially 
warm hugs, thanks and congratulations to our 
cyclists who successfully raised close to $35,000 for 
our Houses: Joe Girven, Bill Sullivan, John Dieter, 
Louis Garcia, Hannah Lezak, Alex Mantica, David 
Peace, Cesar Ricci, Carolina Rivera, Megan Scruggs, 
Nassim Talbi, AJ Walsh and Meghan Walsh, and to 
two wonderful NYC Police Officers who helped our 
soggy riders. 

SPRING THEATRE BENEFIT: 
KISS ME, KATE!

Above: Joe Girven, JLHA/CEH Executive Director, 
welcomes guests

Kelli O’Hara’s glorious voice, Cole Porter’s dazzling songs and Warren Carlyle’s sizzling “Too 
Darn Hot” choreography were just three reasons why our “Kiss Me, Kate” Theatre Benefit at 
Studio 54 was a splendid success. 

Another, was the truly “Wunderbar” pre-theatre dinner at Feinstein’s/54 Below. Thank you to 
all who supported this important JLHA event! 

Above: A scene from the pre-theatre dinner at 54 Below

Right: Marie and Andrew Bonzani, President, James Lenox House Association

JLHA/CEH Cyclists with supportive friends
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RESIDENT: RUTH HAFT 
An Artful Life

Those half Ruth Haft’s age might be daunted 
by the prospect of a 22-hour plane flight to 
Thailand. Not she. In March of this year, at 
age 99, this CEH resident made her annual 
trip there, unescorted, to visit her son. 
Aside from the fact that “I can never sleep 
on planes,” she was just fine thank you.

Doing what she wants to do clearly is a 
lifelong habit. “My mother was bossy,” she 
recalls, “always tried to tell me what to do.“ 
Her sister listened to mom, she never did. 
“Stubborn,” she smiles. Her father tried a 
different tact, encouraging her independent 
spirit by teaching her to love and appreciate 
art and music, taking her to museums, con-
certs and operas, especially operas. Growing 
up, she played piano, a baby grand. And she 
became an artist.

A Rhode Island native, she graduated from 
the storied Rhode Island School of Design. 
Soon thereafter she detoured from art, 
marrying a handsome soldier stationed in 
California during the war years. She passed 
the time there with various jobs, for a time 
working for Howard Hughes. When they 
returned to RI she returned to art, teach-
ing art primarily to junior and senior high 
school students “a job I loved,” while raising 
two children and flourishing through wid-
owhood, not retiring until age 70. 

Today, again, she is an art student, taking 
classes at the 92nd Street Y every Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, with each art class 
spanning two hours in the morning, two 
hours in the afternoon. Thursday classes 
focus on still life compositions, on Tuesdays 
there is always a nude model, Mondays are 
“this and that.” She takes a bus to classes 
because of an upward hill then walks back 
to CEH. 

Her apartment walls boast older examples 
of this accomplished artist’s work, includ-
ing oils, but these days she works primarily 
in water colors. From a big canvas tote she 
pulls out hundreds of her recent water 
colors, glorious in hues and variety. 

She explains that she first does a sketch, 
then brushwork for color. She 
loves painting nudes, “so many 
colors make up the color of 
skin.” Flowers can be difficult, 
“especially roses, trying to get 
the petals just right.” Yet her 
brushstrokes are strong and 
sure. Once she feels she has 
accomplished what she wishes 
she never goes back, “I move on.” 

Just as she regards painting as an ongoing 
adventure, she has approached life that way 
too. Living in RI for most of her life she had 
easy access to sailing and golf as well as New 
Hampshire skiing, and still walks with an 
athlete’s easy confidence. Long before her 
annual Thailand trips, her frequent travels 
took her “everywhere.” Once while in Alaska 
the plane made a wilderness landing that was 
much too hard for comfort, she recalls with a 
grin. Otherwise she relished far flung expe-
riences including in London, Paris, Australia, 
Japan, China, Guatemala, Ireland. 

Ruth Haft

Watercolor of Thailand Scene
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AMERICAN DREAM 

RUTH HAFT CONTINUED

In addition to her son, she has a daughter, a 
psychologist in private practice, living down-
town in the Village with her husband. She 
“has tried to straighten me out,” she laughs 
with obvious affection. Almost eight years 
ago her daughter asked her to move to New 

York and recommended CEH. The CEH fit 
has proven to be as elegant as the classic 
Talbot styles she favors. 

Not only is she now closer to her daughter 
and still immersed in art, but she delights in 
exploring NYC, including jaunts to Roberts, 
atop NYC’s Museum of Art & Design to hear 

Scott Gordon, CEH’s Director of Activities, 
perform at the piano. ”Scott is so talented 
and so good to everyone,” she says. Another 
tip of the hat is to Joe Girven, Executive 
Director of JLHA and CEH. “Joe is great, 
any problems are solved immediately.” He 
returns the compliment, “Ruth is simply 
phenomenal.” 

GOLF BENEFIT
On Thursday, July 11, nine Foursomes teed off at the bucolic 
Manhattan Woods Golf Club in West Nyack for the first ever 
official JLHA Golf Benefit. The lively competition on a Gary 
Player designed golf course with views of the NYC skyline 
was co-chaired by Board Members Nicky Heryet and Richard 
Haray. Highlights to follow in the Gazette’s next issue.

Art by Ruth Haft

Just as residents 
of Carnegie East 
House have stories 
to tell about dreams 
and ambitions, so 
too does the staff 
that interacts with 
them every day.

Case in point. Karim 
is a porter at CEH 
who immigrated 
from Bangladesh, one of the most densely populated countries on 
earth with limited economic opportunities for individuals. When 
Karim first joined CEH almost a decade ago he told us that the dream 
that he and his wife have is that their two children would get a good 
education and be successful.

This July, their oldest child, a son, graduated from Bronx Science 
– more formally The Bronx High School of Science, one of the top 
ranked high schools in the City and one of the toughest to get into. 
This fall, he will enter Cornell University’s Engineering School, ranked 
by U.S. News & World Report as one of the Top 10 Best undergradu-
ate engineering school in the country. Congratulations!  
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MEET OUR STAFF: AUDREY DA SILVA

“Leave it to me, I’ll get to the root 
of it.” Over the past 30 years, 
scores of James Lenox House 
residents rightly have been com-
forted by this quietly delivered 
promise from the singular Audrey 
Da Silva.

Her official title is Executive 
Assistant to the Executive 
Director, Joe Girven. Her portfo-
lio of responsibilities pretty much 
spans anything and everything, 
with an accent on the needs of res-
idents. “I truly enjoy working with 
older people. There’s a satisfaction 
of being able to do things to help.”

Born in Guyana, and still pos-
sessed of its soft lilting accent, 
she holds a Bachelor in Public 
Administration. Prior to becoming the 
first in her family to emigrate to the U.S., 
she worked with the Guyana Foreign 
Service with posts abroad in the Republic 
of Suriname and the People’s Republic of 
China. She and her three sisters – two also 
U.S. citizens, one a Canadian, all successful 
in public service fields – credit their father 
with bringing them up to be generous with 
their help to others. “He used to say we all 
need to check on one another,” check on 
family, neighbors, those around us with 
problems. “People always used to come to 
him with problems.” 

Like father, like daughter. Because she 
interacts with residents on a daily basis she 
is often the first to see problems or issues. 
“I always have my eyes and ears open.” Says 
Joe Girven, “She is an invaluable partner. 
Humanity, energy and enormous patience 
are just three of the qualities that make her 
so central to life at James Lenox House and 
so admired.” 

An unruffled, simply and elegantly tailored 
presence, she is trusted by residents and 
their families alike. In emergencies, in the 
case of a resident who falls for instance, she 
plays a critical role in ensuring that appro-
priate care is quickly provided and families 
kept informed. Likewise she follows up on 
hospitalized residents, even from home on 
weekends. 

For residents confused about finances, she 
will gently walk through problems, helping 
them to see a way forward. She literally 
has walked with residents to nearby food 
stores helping them stock up and perhaps 
arranging for a home health worker to shop 
for them. She is the magician whose slight-
of-hand includes arranging for residents to 
invite shy neighbors to special events and 
arranging for the JLH doorman to remind 
sometimes forgetful residents of the 
Sunday Brunch. “It makes me happy when 
they come to me on Monday to say, ‘Oh it 
was so good. I’m so happy I went’,” she says.

Of course, this is all in addition to 
running the JLH office – includ-
ing bookkeeping for JLH itself 
as well as its Stewardship Fund, 
massive record-keeping, oversee-
ing the JLH apartment waiting 
list and admissions process, grace-
fully handling hundreds of calls 
each year inquiring about living at 
JLH, coordinating staff work on 
the upkeep of JLH public space 
and repairs to individual resi-
dent apartments, setting up and 
attending JLH events and Board 
meetings.

When she takes vacation time, 
whether for visits with her sisters 
or a few days of volunteer work 
with the local Guyana community 
in Brooklyn, residents notice. On 

her return, always, a whispered refrain 
pays tribute to her importance at JLH, “Oh 
good. She’s back.” 

“Leave it to me, I’ll get  
to the root of it.”—Audrey Da Silva

Another  
Ruth Haft Original
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS: 
The Libraries of James Lenox House Association

Well-stocked libraries are part of the DNA 
of James Lenox House, thanks to James 
Lenox himself, a wealthy bibliophile whose 
world-famous collection of rare books 
would become critical to the creation of 
a beloved New York institution, The New 
York Public Library. 

Given the Lenox influence, it’s not surpris-
ing that the libraries of both JLH and CEH 
are impressive, and that they play a central, 
healthy role in the lives of residents. Healthy 
because libraries serve intellectual acuity 
and perhaps as important, curiosity, which 
a number of studies indicate to be a pillar 
of successful aging. Aptly, the JLH Library 
policy is that books be kept for five years, 
then rotated out and donated to churches or 
other local libraries. The result is an always 
up-to-date in-demand collection.

As Patricia O’Connell [see page 10] the previ-
ous JLH Library Chairman pointed out in one 
of her highly literate reports to the Board, “We 
like to say we are not the Library of Congress. 
We are a small residential library with a 
shared mission and goal that we care about 
deeply: making the Library all that it can be.”

At an April meeting of the JLH Library 
Committee – comprised of Robert Cole, 
Rosina Cotruzzola, Carol Davis, Nancy 
Hauber, Luis Maza and Marilyn Roberts 

– John Zeltin, a JLH Board Member and 
current Chairman of the Committee, 
led a discussion of proposed new book 
acquisitions. Also on the agenda was the 
Committee’s plan for the launch of an 
ambitious new literary speaker program in 
keeping with the Library’s mission and goal. 

Fast-forward to the evening of May 22 
when their Lenox Library Author Series 
debuted to a full house. 

Joanne Sydney Lessner, author of acclaimed 
novels including Pandora’s Bottle and The 
Temporary Detective, as well as the book 
and lyrics to a number of musicals, was an 
entertaining speaker, nimbly interviewed 
by Library Committee member, Carol Davis. 
The focus was on the artistic process: what 
inspires character and story-line choices, 
her approach to writing, how writing novels 
differs from writing plays or musicals. 

Anecdotes, witty observations and for 
all the writers in the room, really helpful 
insights, made for a lively conversation, fol-
lowed by Q&A from a clearly highly engaged 
audience. As John Zeltin later observed, “It 
was an exciting debut for the Series. More 
to come!” 

Even in this digital age, the importance 
to residents’ well-being of having libraries 
at the heart of both Houses remains. In 
addition to spawning spirited events and 
conversations, the simple pleasure of set-
tling down with a book in hand and setting 
off on trips of exploration or imagination 
has been shown to be mind-stimulating in 
a very personal tactile, satisfyingly healthy 
way. Writing of the power of books, Carl 
Sagan, in Cosmos, irresistibly put it this way: 

“What an astonishing thing a book is. It’s 
a flat object made from a tree with flexible 
parts on which are imprinted lots of funny 
dark squiggles. But one glance at it and 
you’re inside the mind of another person, 
maybe somebody dead for thousands of 
years. Across the millennia, an author is 
speaking clearly and silently inside your 
head, directly to you. Writing is perhaps 
the greatest of human inventions, binding 
together people who never knew each other, 
citizens of distant epochs. Books break 
the shackles of time. A book is proof that 
humans are capable of working magic.” 

James Lenox & The NY Public Library
Near the turn of the 19th century, New York was a booming metropolis rivaling in size 
the world’s great cities. But to become a world center of urban culture, it needed a great 
library. Three prominent New Yorkers made it happen: Samuel J. Tilden, John Jacob Astor 
and James Lenox. Tilden bequeathed the bulk of his fortune to establish and maintain a 
free public library, the content of which would come largely from the celebrated private 
libraries of Astor and Lenox. The New York Public Library opened with over one million 
books, hailed as an unprecedented example of private philanthropy for the public good. 
(Another tycoon, steel baron Andrew Carnegie, enabled the construction of branch librar-
ies throughout NYC as well as over 2,500 libraries around the world.)

(l to r): At 
the Lenox 
Library Author 
Series, Carol 
Davis, Library 
Committee; 
Joanne Sydney 
Lessner, author; 
John Zeltin, 
Board Member, 
chair, Library 
Committee
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RESIDENT: LAURA LEHRMAN 
Philanthropic Match-Maker

Laura Lehrman is now on her fourth career: 
artist. She laughs, “After I took early retire-
ment at age 62, I couldn’t bring myself to 
check ‘retired’ on forms so I started writing 
in ‘artist’.” And thus was launched yet 
another life chapter. 

We meet on the JLH patio sharing a table in 
the sun on an unusually warm spring day. “I 
love it here,” she says, acknowledging that 
getting used to the neighborhood took a 
little time. No nearby shoe-man, but “won-
derful galleries, gorgeous store windows, 
and Central Park and the boat pond are only 
two blocks away. When I return from there, 
I feel like I’ve been on a trip.”

Her career journey began in New York just 
20 blocks away. Initially she was an early 
childhood educator. Later, while a single 
parent of two daughters, she moved onto 
a career in philanthropic development. At 
the UJA Federation of New York where she 
stayed for almost two decades, she saw both 
daughters successfully launched in life and 
she says, “came into my own professionally.” 

When she joined UJA-Fed NY, a huge 
umbrella organization, it had not done any 
substantial capital fund-raising for many 
years and as a result had a network of needy 
assets. Part of a 12-person team tasked with 
launching a capital campaign with a billion+ 
dollar goal, she dug in, “worked hard to learn 
about big capital campaigns, how to manage 
them, how to work with donors.”

Specifically, her focus was on community 
centers and camps that included the 92nd 
Street Y in Manhattan and “quite a number 
of seriously leaky roofs in the Bronx, 
Queens, Brooklyn and Staten Island.” 

Some of the biggest and most intimidat-
ing names on Wall Street were prospects 

of the campaign outreach. The intent was 
to link individuals to projects that needed 
financial assistance. Not easy. But the tri-
umphs were sweet. One example involves 
an executive whose office tower window 
sills were lined with hard hats representing 
big real estate projects. Learning he’d grown 
up in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn she suggested 
a visit to the community center there “in 
desperate need of help.” A wave of Jewish 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union 
“needed clothes, food, everything.” The 
center was doing its best but the strain was 
clear including buckets everywhere catching 
water from leaking ceilings. 

Eventually, the executive agreed to visit. He 
walked in, stopped short, looked around at 
the deteriorating once grand space, and said 
quietly, “Laura, my bar mitzva was in this 
room.” He and his wife helped. A lot.

“It was a match,” she smiles. “Development 
work is delicate. And important. Doing 
good takes financial resources.”

Nowadays, at 82, in addition to being 
“totally engaged” with her two grandchil-

dren, she is an ardent and accomplished 
knitter with a trunkful of finished apparel to 
prove it, inheriting her love of yarn from a 
grandmother who emigrated to the U.S with 
five children, started selling knit goods from 
a horse-drawn buggy, eventually opening a 
yarn company on Mercer Street. 

As to her art career, she promises that an 
“artist’s statement” is coming. But over the 
years she has assembled a number of collec-
tions that serve as raw material…ranging 
from delicate lady’s handkerchiefs from 
the 1930s and ‘40s that she hand-stitches 
into garments to seashells. Her “master-
piece” which she’s worked on for years is a 
stunning coat created from fine yarns inter-
woven with gold strands brushed from the 
coat of her beloved golden retriever, Zack. 
“People are always amazed. ‘You made that?’”

Looking back, she appreciates her career 
jumps as “learning as I went, picking up 
knowledge and skills along the way.” She 
is also proud of the success of her two 
daughters, both in top posts at prominent 
non-profit organizations. “It makes me 
happy that they are doing so well. It’s been 
a ride.” 

Perhaps inevitably she jumps into a brand 
new role this year, co-President of the 
Tenants Association. “I enjoy being solitary. 
But not all the time. I’m so impressed with 
my neighbors here and also with how well 
JLH is run. I’d like to try to contribute.” 

Photo credit: Susannah Talley

“Development work is 
delicate. And important. 
Doing good takes 
financial resources.” 
—Laura Lehrman
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AROUND OUR HOUSES 
Art, dance, young voices and enjoying each others’ company…

Susannah Talley’s 
elegant photo 
exhibit, in place 
through mid-August – 
titled “A Life in Black, 
White and Greys” – 
captures a sampling 
of her life’s stories 
with “a few side-bars 
of my thoughts going 
rogue.” 

(Above) Anthony Mahoney 
JLH resident and Andrew 
Bonzani, President JLHA 
at our first Barbeque of the 
summer.

Left: Residents enjoying 
the summer BBQ

(Far left) An exhibition of 
CEH residents’ art

A group of Hewitt students stopped by to charmingly serenade

Elisabet Torres Aguilera  (right) taught Art of Flamenco classes, capped by a 
final enthusiastically attended Flamenco Showcase.

At the debut of the Lenox Library Author Series, Carol Davis [front, right] 
interviewed author, Joanne Sydney Lessner
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More Ruth Haft Originals

JLHA BOARD NEWS 

OUR GRATITUDE AND  
WARMEST WISHES

To two JLHA Board of Directors Members 
who are retiring after decades of excep-
tional service to our organization and our 
residents, and to a departing Carnegie East 
House Board Member.

Barbara Evans joined the JLHA Board 
almost 20 years ago but even before, she was 
a supportive volunteer making it a practice 
to informally stop by JLH, visit residents in 
their apartments, help them as needed and 
listen to their concerns. She served on and 
chaired almost all of our Board Committees, 
including our Admissions, Stewardship, 
House, Activities, Fundraising, Personnel/
Compensation, Nominating and Long-
Range Planning Committees. She especially 
enjoyed her participation in those commit-
tees that involved hands-on interaction 
with our residents. In May 2015, she 
accepted the post of President of the Board 
of James Lenox House Assn, during which 
time her achievements included leading us 
through our important and successful 150th 
Anniversary celebrations in 2016 and the 
Front Garden Renovation Project. We’re 
delighted that Barbara has decided to con-
tinue her involvement with us going forward 
by chairing our Admissions Committee.

Bill Patterson, a Board member for 20 
years, has served as president of all three of 
our corporate entities and chaired multiple 
Board Committees, particularly those that 
involve finance. Over the years he has vol-
unteered hundreds of hours of service on 
our behalf and has made the organization 
substantially more financially confident and 
secure. Among his accomplishments was 
developing and then directing the compli-
cated and critical refinancing plan for the 
Carnegie East House mortgage, an undertak-
ing that took years of determined attention, 
finally coming to very successful fruition 

seven years ago. He also renegotiated the 
James Lenox House mortgage, led our 
union negotiations at Carnegie East House 
and even acted as the Marketing Director of 
Carnegie East House several times. He spent 
so much time at Carnegie East House that he 
is greeted warmly by name when he enters 
the building by both residents and staff. 

We thank them sincerely for all of their 
contributions. Each made an incalculable 
and positive difference to the success of the 
JLHA mission.

Likewise, we are very grateful to Gregg 
Fisher, an active and important member of 
the Carnegie East House Board for the past 
eight years. Gregg is the founder of Gerstein 

FOND FAREWELL

To Patricia S. O’Connell, a JLHA 
Board member for four years who passed 
away in January of this year. A gracious 
and accomplished communications 
executive, she had a long career with 
HeartShare Human Services, retiring as 
director of communications. Earlier, she 
was a reporter for the city desk of The 
New York Herald Tribune until its closing 
day. Always a champion of women, she 
was a decades-long member and former  

President of NYWICI (New York Women 
in Communications) and was honored 
with that organization’s Distinguished 
Service Award. At her death, NYWICI 
established a scholarship in her name 
which we have supported. At JLHA, 
her Board responsibilities included 
Chairing the JLHA Library Committee. 
Her reports to the Board on its activities 
are fondly remembered for their wit and 
exceptional elegance. 

Fisher, the investment management and 
advisory firm that is now a division of 
People’s United Advisors, Inc., adding con-
siderably to his business commitments 
and preventing him from continuing with 
us on a Board level. In appreciation for the 
many meaningful ways in which he has 
supported our organization, we were privi-
leged to present him with the Mary Lenox 
Sheafe Award at our Autumn Leaves Gala 
in 2017. We are very pleased that Gerstein 
Fisher, which has successfully managed 
James Lenox House’s Endowment and 
Stewardship investments for many years, 
will continue to do so and that our relation-
ship with Gregg and his firm will continue 
going forward.  
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One of the strengths of James Lenox 
House is that it is part of, and supported 
by, dynamic partnerships that bring an 
array of advantages, at no cost to res-
idents – spanning intergenerational 
visits, cultural and fitness activities, 
health and wellness programs. 

In turn, we’re also starting to reach out 
and include the local community in some 
JLHA programs.

–Joe Girven,  
JLHA/CEH Executive Director

PARTNERING WITH, AND GIVING BACK TO,  
OUR COMMUNITY

Among the intergenerational support-
ers of our Houses are the Hewitt, Spence 
and Dalton schools, the Lycée Français 
and Trevor Day School, whose visits bring 
young voices and high spirits to our Houses, 
particularly on holidays. Other supporters 
include NBC Cares, New York Cares, the 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church and 
Orion Worldwide. The NYC Police are won-
derful to us, as is Tony’s Di Napoli. 

On the cultural front, the Pops concerts, 
Concerts in Motion, the Kenner Foundation 
Concert Series and the New York Youth 
Symphony Concert bring in exceptional 

musicians. Frequent musical guests also 
include the New York Mandolin Orchestra 
and the New York Opera Forum. Alvin Ailey 
brings AileyDance for Active Seniors classes 
to both Houses and a new series this year 
is Flamenco Vivo Dance classes held every 
Tuesday from May through June. 

Additionally, we have a number of health-cen-
tric programs. I’m very pleased that over the 
past year, we’ve made a conscious decision 
to expand access to services like those from 
HIICAP and SPOP beyond our own residents. 
We firmly believe that providing quality infor-
mation to those who need it is the right thing 

to do. It is one of the ways we can give back to, 
and also partner with, the local community.

Our partnership with HIICAP, through the 
Department of Aging, offers a program 
of in-house counseling four hours a week 
focusing on Medicare and Medicaid, 
available to residents and to the local com-
munity. There is a lot of confusion about 
these entitlements. It’s critical that people 
have correct information about what they 
are entitled to, and how to access benefits. 

Another program is SPOP (Senior Program 
for Older People), which once a week brings in 
licensed mental health counselors to work at 
no charge with residents and the community. 

As one of our residents noted recently, older 
adults sometimes retreat, pulling back from 
life. Providing easy-to-access options and 
information helps them stay confident and 
connected.

We are enormously grateful to the many 
individuals and organizations that bring 
the world to us, enriching lives and ensur-
ing that our Houses remain a vibrant part 
of our city. 

WHY THE JAMES LENOX HOUSE MISSION MATTERS
Loneliness: Every month seems to bring new studies and statistics about the perils of loneliness. The clear message, notes The New 
York Times, is that for older adults loneliness can be lethal. Some stats and facts:

43% of older adults report feeling lonely*, with research showing 
that lonely seniors are at a 45% higher risk of dying prematurely** 

85% of Americans say if they needed care they would prefer a 
setting with opportunities for intergenerational contact***

7th Ranked. NYS ranks 7th among all U.S. states in Social 
Isolation Risk among those 65-Plus****

152 Years. Since its founding at the end of the Civil War, 
James Lenox House has been New York’s premier not for profit 
organization focused on providing critically needed affordable 
housing, health-centric and innovative intergenerational social 
programs to our diverse community of older adults. 

*U of California, SF **Researcher Julianne Holt-Lunstad

***Eisner Foundation ****AmericaHealthRankings.org (AARP)
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